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Sir: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Prior to examination of the above referenced application, please amend the claims as 



follows: 


Please amend claims 1-14 as follows: 

1 • (Amended) A container equipped with a closure device that permits a user to 
manipulate or withdraw an object placed within said container, wherein said closure device 
has a plane and is comprised of a closur\means that can deform elastically essentially in the 
plane of the closure device to change from\closed state of rest under no external stress to an 
open active state under an external stress. 

2. (Amended) The containenas claimed in claim 1, wherein the closure device 
comprises at least one rigid peripheral sup^o^/structure attached to which is the closure 
means that is comprised of elastically deformafede Aieans which intersect each other and 
surround a closure member such that when the elastically deformable means are in a state of 
rest under no external stress the closure member is clpsed. 
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